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xpo Opens
In Kabul To
Engage Private
Companies In
TAPI

The Turkmenistan, Afghanistan,
Pakistan and India (TAPI) natural gas
pipeline project’s exhibition committee
on Monday launched a three-day
exhibition in Kabul to encourage the
private sector to engage in the TAPI
project.

TAPI exhibition committee has the
authority to hold TAPI related
exhibitions in the member countries.
This exhibition was the first so far and
20 companies attended.

Head of the committee Ahmad Sameer
Mateen said at the opening ceremony
the exhibition aims to introduce private
companies to TAPI officials and to pave
the ground for the private sector to get
involved in the project.

TAPI project director in Afghanistan
Abdul Rahman Mujahid said 95 percent
of the preliminary work in Afghanistan
for TAPI has been completed and that
practical work on the project will start
soon.

“For starting the practical work, almost
95 up to 96 percent of work (primary
work) has been completed. The
practical work possibly will start by the
end of this year or at the beginning of
the new year,” said Mujahid.

“Our companies have good engineers
and technical Afghan staff. They have
good facilities and ability and they
should be given the chance to take part
in this national project and implement it
in a good manner,” Musharaf Musharaf,
head of a private construction company
said.

“Transit and transportation is a big part
of the TAPI project that includes
transportation of pipelines, construction
materials and logistical materials.
Transportation and transit companies
can play a good role in this regard,”
Lotfullah Amini, head of a private transit
company said.

Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (ACCI) in the meantime raised
concerns over the delay in the
implementation of the TAPI project and
urged government to encourage Afghan
companies to take on parts of the TAPI
project.

“Lots of time has passed and it is really
concerning. All the construction,
services and transit companies are
waiting for the start of the project.
Domestic capacities should be used in
all facilities, services and domestic
investments in the project as it has been
mentioned in the contract,” ACCI first
deputy head Khan Jan Alokozay said.
TAPI exhibition will be open for three
days in Kabul. The exhibition committee
will hold exhibitions in India, Pakistan
and Turkmenistan in the near future
and a number of Afghan companies will
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