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they do business while our trucks are uploaded in Pakistani territory
to be reloaded in Pakistani trucks to cross to Indian zero point. The
Pakistani government officials explain to Afghani transporters that
Afghanistan does not have a buffer zone entering treaty with India.

3: Afghan goods such as dry fruits are transported through Pakistani
Kashmir to indian Kashmir by Pakistani businessmen without tariffs;
some are bartered with Indian goods an fixed amount. No tariffs.

The final issue we discussed was about Barter trade of Atghani dry
fruits by Pakistani traders through Muzafarabad in Pakistani Kashmir
in to Indian Kashmir, the paint is that there is no tax and tariffs taken
from them, which when reaches the Indian Markets, it further brings
aown the prices of Afghan exported dry fruits to India. If the Pakistani
gevernment |5 sincere it should also open the Muzafarabad Eashmir
intersection to Afghan traders.

Diverse Trade partner's option
Afghanistan maostly imports vehicles, ail, lubricants, metals, electronic
appliances, wheat, cement, machinery, spare parts, Polyester fabric,
machine made Carpets, Tea and Clgarettes. And its main import
partners are Pakistan, Iran, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenlstan,
Kazakhstan, Japan. China, Germany, United Arab Emirates, India, USA
- Iran is the second largest trade partner of Afghanistan after Pakistan,
Here Afghanistan is heavily dependent on Pakistan and Iran for its
consumer goods, our trade with Pakistan is almost 4 billlon dollars
annually and with Iran it has reached to approximately 2 billlon dollars
per year, there is. a tremendous need to expand the trade volumes
with other neighbering countries like Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan to decrease the dependency on Pakistan
and Iran. With the establishment of new states from the collapse of
ex Soviat Union, Afghanistan’s importance increasesed as a Transit
corridor for central Asian landlocked states, now itis a best chance for
Afghanistan to expand its dry ports in order to facilitate and capacitate
the ever expanding expected future trade with the central Asian
countries. Afghanistan needs to expand Aikanum, Sherkhanbandar,
Hairatan, Torghundi and IslamQala dry ports o capacitate the ever-
expanding future Trade, on the other hand Indiais also expanding its
trade volume with Afghanistan through Chahbahar port of Iran and
India afso have paved the Zaranj-Delaram road and expected Railway
track to be built in near future from Chahbahar to Hajigak Iron mine in
Bamyaan province of Afghanistan, India is a huge market for Afghan
goods and also a manufacturing industry which can cooperate and
assist usin industry and agricultural farming sector.
There is another important historic trade corridor of silk route leading
tochina through Wakhan Wakhjir pass called silk route of Afghanistan,
it st be reconstructed to have easy access to maintand industrial
china from Afghanistan, and Afghanistan can request the Warld Bank
and China ta fund the construction of Wakhan silk route.
Apart from these important factors Afghanistan should develop its
private sector to bring efficiency In local production ta fll in the gap
of imported goods as substitute industrialization in Afghanistan.




Problems Of Afghan
Businessmen In Transit Routes
Of Pakistan And Other Diverse

Trade Partner Options

On tuesday 11 december 2012 at 2pm | had a meeting with busi-
nessmen and officials of chambers of commerce and industries;
the agenda of the meeting was problems of businessmen. In
the meeting we  discussed the problems of traders through
pakistani routes first they pinpointed the main problems for
businessmen through pakistani routes and also problems facing
businessmen in afghanistan. Some of the main problems were
the following during the discussion.

1: Non acoess of aur vehicles entry in to Indian zero poink
bBoundary,

2: import- export delay in Pakistan,

3: Afghan goods such as dry fruits are trans  ported through
Pakistani Kashmir to Indi an Kashmir by Pakistani businessmen
without tariffs; some are bartered with Indian goods on fixed
amaount, Mo tariffs.

The businessmen were not satished with present privileges as
insufficient to resolvie the problems of businessmen thraugh Pa-
kistan the first toplc they discussed was prohibition of Afghani
trucks interince in to buffer zone between Pakistan and India |
Afghanm goods are unloaded in whaga boundary zero paint and
reloaded in Pakistani trucks which have permits and cross the
buffer zone to zera point of India and then unloaded in Indian
territory to be reloaded in Indian trucks for further transporta-
tion to deferent destinations of India , the traders were com-
plaining of no direct access to Indian zero point boundary. when
| asked Mir Zaman Popal director of traders union he asserted
that afghan trucks are not allowed because Afghanistan have no
treaty with India for crossing of Afghani trucks in to Indian zero
point border so Pakistani trucks are carrying afghan goods to
zero point as the have a crossing treaty with India | this long
process of reloading In to other trucks damages goods and also
is a waste of extra money for businessmen |, the traders werne
insisting that it can be solved if afghan government sign a treaty




At an early date it was said to have rivalled urban centres
such as Babylon Accounts from the 7th to 12th Century de-
scribe it as a centre for refigion and learning, as well as for
trade, with important links to India and ChinaDestroyed by
Genghis Khan in 1220, and again by the Turko-Mongol ruler
Timur a century late Described by explorer Marco Polo as a
*noble city and great” The French archaeologists are here to
take a sample of the walls which surrounded a huge hexag-
onal fort, its shape only visible on satellite photos, strategi-
cally placed for both defence and water. They dig deepin to
the foundations to fill a metal pipe with dirt, so scientists in
Paris can gauge the last time the quartz in the clay saw light.
For now, they are guessing around 2,500 years,

Mearby in Dawlatabad is the tiny hospitable village of Zadi-
an, We can only go with an armed police escort as the Tale-
ban are active. Little girls in colourful scarves run squealing
from the communal water pump as | raise my camera, Men
in baggy trousers and turbans emerge to greet us from a
shady walled garden. | look up, and my jaw drops. Against
the flawless blue sky, a sun-baked clay minaret towers over
us. It was built in the 12th Century, still nameless, missed by
Ghengis Khan and his marauding Mongals - and by most
visitors to this corner of the world ever since.

In the oasis of Cheshma-e-Shifa, a huge white rock shaped
like an anvil is the sole evidence of a city where Zoroastrian
priests performed rituals for the thousands of people who
lived here, 600 years before Christ. On the altar's flattened
~ top is a well for oil which burned a perpetual flame that
would have been visible across the valley. The French like to
wonder if it was here that Alexander married Roxanne.
French archaeologists have worked in Balkh for almast 100
years, interrupted by wars and invasions and, in the late
19903, by the Taliban, who believed history only began with
Islam in the 7th Century. In fact, in Afghanistan, Islam dis-
placed Buddhism. The Taliban showed their contempt for
history when they destroved the giant Buddhas of Bamiyan
in 2001. Today, archaeologists are confirming Afghanistan's
rale in spreading prosperity and philosophy across a quar-
ter of the world for thousands of years. For them, the great-
ness of the past is an example for the future, and in Balkh
they see not the violence of the present, but the romance
of antiquity. The original Balkh is one of the oldest cities in
history. All that remains is a dusty field surrounded by mon-
umental walls that are slowly being revealed by painstaking
excavations. In seven years, about 20 metres of the founda-
tions have been unearthed, Visible from the top of the walls
are the courtyards of the modern village. Here washing
hangs, children chase dogs, donkeys pull carts, and the hot
wind blows up endiess clouds of dust. In Balkh, whatever
comes next when the war ends and foreign troops leave the
country next year, will soon be absorbed into Afghanistan’s

long history,



Balkh province in northern Afghanistan is home
to some of the most significant historical sites in
the waorld - its ancient city was even known as the
mother of all cities. More than a decade after her
first visit, Lynne O'Donnell returns with a group
of archaeologists; trylng to uncover more of its
Freasuras.

Across the far northern Afghan plain. a hot wind
blows the dun-coloured dust inte blinding clouds,
and the women's burkas into blue billows. It is 40C
in the shade, and even the small black goats being
herded through the sand dunes look sapped by the
heat,

These are the lowlands of Balkh, where ancient
trade routes attracted nomads, warriors, settlers,
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adventurers and evangelists, who left belind sperets
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2 last time | drove across the Bactrian plain was
in 2001. | had sailed down the Amu Darya river on
a barge from Uzbekistan as British and American
forces were pounding the Taliban after the 8/11
attacks in the U5,
| have returned 12 years later with Afghan and
French: archaeclogists to tour some of the oldest,
most magnificent and historically significant sites
in the world - sites that are shedding light not only
on Afghanistan’s past, but on the development of
human civilisation, from India to China and beyond.
The Bactrian plain 5 the treasure house of
Afghanistan's secret history. Across this desert,
Alexander the Great marched: his army, killed the
king of Balkh and married his beautiful daughter,
Roxanne. Some 1,500 years later, Genghis Khan
swept through and destroyed teeming cities that
were melting pots of diversity.
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TAJIKISTAN & AFGHANISTAN
SIGN FOUR COOPERATION
EN HOCUMENTS
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